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of professing Christians; it removed original sin by tte operation of the
Holy Spirit, and was the necessary preliminary to the saving work of grace.
The mystery of the dispensation which allowed infants, incapable of actual
sin, to die unbaptised was a constant topic with writers on predestination.
Although opinions might vary with regard to the degree of punishment
allotted to them for the sin inherited from Adam, there was no escape
from the conclusion that they were part of the mass of perdition to which
baptism alone could open the gate of salvation. Speculations upon the
uncovenanted mercies of God could not alter the fact that the Church
possessed only one means of entry to the way of eternal life, without which
the infant was as helpless as the unbaptised adult whose apparent virtues
were but spkndida vitia.

The official teaching of the Church, therefore, laid all its emphasis upon
the use of the means of grace. It will be noted that the Lateran confession
of faith in 1815 laid down no explicit doctrine of predestination. It as-
sumed the existence of the elect and the reprobate who, at Christ's second
coming, would receive judgment according to their works. But the only
guarantee of salvation was membership of the visible Church, with its
crowning benefit of union with Christ through the sacrament of His body
and blood. Its initial rite, baptism, was profitable to salvation for all,
children and adults alike; and for those who fall into sin after baptism
the Church provided a means of recovery in the sacrament of penance. Of
that progress in faith and attainment of love which are the offspring and
accompaniment of the work of grace nothing was said; of the inner spiritual
life God was the sole judge. The criterion which the Church applied to
man's approach to salvation was perseverance in good works, initiated,
aided, and continually repaired by the grace communicated through the
sacraments according to her recognised forms.

IV

As has been shewn, the question of the saving work of Christ arose
necessarily out of the predestinarian controversy; for, on the strictest
interpretation of the Augustinian doctrine, its benefits applied to the
elect alone. The part, however, which this question played in the dispute
was subordinate to the principal subject of discussion; by both sides in
the controversy the method by which the salvation of man, whettier as a
whole or in part, was achieved was taken for granted. The Catholic
doctrine of the two natures of Christ, divine and human, coexistent in
one person, had been laid down, once and for all, at Chalcedon IB 461:
through the Eternal Word, incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin
Mary, suffering in human form, risen and ascended in His glorified body,
the prospect of everlasting life was opened to mankind. Early in lie
seventh century, however, a new problem in Christology was raised in the
East, which was not settled until the beginning of the eighth. The
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